
Baltimore, MD — Four years ago Samira’s husband
was killed while farming his land in the West Bank,
leaving her with seven children to support, little educa-
tion and no source of income. “I was very afraid after
the death of my husband, because I was alone,” the
43-year-old widow recalled. “I never used to do farm-
ing and agriculture. This was a challenge for me.”

In the remote West Bank village of At-Tayba, Rana, 38,
completed her education but is unable to work far
from home because her elderly mother requires round-
the-clock care. Rana has no other family to help her
and no source of income to provide for herself and her
ailing mother.

Hunger and poverty are a daily threat to the families
living in the West Bank’s isolated and arid northern
communities. Job opportunities are very limited, par-
ticularly for Palestinian women. For some of the
women, their homes are too distant from city jobs,
while others lack income earning skills or face cultural
obstacles that prevent them from working outside the
home. Although agriculture seems to be one of the
few options open to them, the women face numerous
obstacles trying to farm their land. Restrictions on their
travel to and from farm plots as well as limited water
access make it difficult for them to succeed in develop-
ing productive and profitable farms.

International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) is helping women such as Rana and Samira over-
come these obstacles with an agricultural program designed to make the most of whatever land
remains available to them. More than 200 vulnerable women-headed households in the West Bank
are receiving agricultural and animal husbandry training to develop sustainable high-yield home 
gardens, or beekeeping, livestock, and poultry production. The goal is to improve their economic 
situation by producing enough food for their families and for market.

Samira, who now raises chickens to produce eggs, says she is still amazed at how the project 
has improved her quality of life. “I can say that I was a very poor woman who was left with seven
children, waiting for people to help me,” said Samira. “This assistance from IOCC embraced me and
my children. It made me see that I can change my situation and the future of my children.”
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The freshly laid eggs that Rana gathers daily from her hen
house not only help to feed her and her ailing mother, but also
provide much needed income from egg sales at the farmer’s
market in her West Bank village of At-Tayba. IOCC is assisting
200 vulnerable Palestinian women with agricultural support to
ease the daily threat of hunger and poverty for these families
living in growing isolation. photo: George Malki/IOCC



IOCC also provides daycare support for 35 pre-school
children at a newly rehabilitated childcare center in
Falamya. The center offers a safe haven for the chil-
dren to play and learn as their mothers tend gardens
and farm animals, and help ensure that the family will
not have to face the threat of hunger and poverty in
the future.

IOCC has had a humanitarian presence in Jerusalem,
the West Bank, and Gaza since 1997, to help vulnera-
ble groups-particularly women, children, youth and
the elderly – improve their lives in times of conflict and
increased isolation.
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