Divine Mercy & Philanthropy continues

These virtues, exercised one day at a time in synergy with God’s grace, slowly but surely brought St.
Mary of Egypt into union and communion with the God of mercy and love for all humanity.
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Brothers, let us be inspired by the lives of these two great saints. It is vital that we share God’s mercy

and love for all mankind expressed throughout human history in the lives of all the saints and in our
lives. I invite you to support IOCC directly and through your influence as priests as a tangible way of Spring 2018
accomplishing this participation in the loving and merciful action of God.

Divine Mercy & Philanthropy

God'’s Great Love Manifest

Christ is risen!
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As I reflect upon the worldwide ministry of IOCC, two words come
to mind: philanthropy and mercy. This is what IOCC offers to those

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES Presorted Nonprofit in need around the world, as well as locally in the United States.
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Who loves mankind.” God is the source of all mercy. Our ability to be
merciful is both a reflection of His image in us and through His divine
grace. Similarly, God created us out of His love, and His sustaining,
redeeming, and sanctifying action upon us is continual proof of His
ongoing philanthropy.

This year on the Fifth Sunday of Great Lent, we celebrated the life of the
Virgin Mary through the Feast of the Annunciation and the life of St.
Mary of Egypt, two women who lived very different lives. On the one
hand, the Virgin Mary was as pure as a person could be from her birth. It was her purity, obedience,
and courage that set her apart as the means of the incarnation of the Son of God. In contrast, St. Mary

of Egypt lived for seventeen years in the most sinful manner possible. Although their beginnings were
quite different, they ended their lives in similar states. This is a beautiful and graphic expression of
the mercy and philanthropy of God.
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. . Theotokos heard the cries of a desperate and broken woman and went before her Son, “the merciful
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can make a dlfference H mercy and love of God. Her repentance was real and immediate, but her sanctification was a slow
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of heart, obedience, and courage.
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June 2: Pawtucket, RI - Vespers & Dinner

and effectively to people in need.
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After a blessing by His

BUILDING for e et by

construction got underway

TOMORROW -' ‘ for a new dormitory at a school

in rural Lwemiyaga, Uganda.

With IO ( o - | j Making education more
| ' | o accessible is just one way

your gifts and prayers

reach around the world.
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