
Dear Brothers,

Christ is risen!

The Holy Apostle Paul writes to the
faithful of Corinth these words: “For
God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of
darkness,’ made His light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowl-
edge of God’s glory displayed in the
face of Christ.”

This Light of Christ, so evident in the
Paschal celebrations, is a powerful tool
in the ministry to the needs of others.
This Light is the light which gives rise
to the work and ministry of IOCC.
There are so many places around the
world that have been darkened by disasters: either brought on by nature or by human hand. Some
of these places are in our own backyard, and others are worlds away, but all these places need the
light to shine upon them to provide hope to those suffering through the darkness.

Remember how, as a youth playing with a small mirror, you could make the light of the sun or a lamp
bounce off the mirror into other places. These were places which the sun or lamp was not able to reach
directly. Places like behind the sofa or down a hole. It was a marvel to help the light reach areas that
were otherwise dark. I remember even using the face of my watch to reflect the light coming in a
window into other places around the room—making the light dance around the room like a search-
light lighting up the sky. I found it fascinating that the light that was reflected off my watch was even
brighter than the light which was already in the room. 

When we support the work of IOCC, we assist in spreading the Light of Christ around the world like
the mirror reflecting light into a dark place. The challenge is for us to see how far and how deep we
are able to bring that Light into the world. 
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JOIN AN IOCC 
HOME BUILD TEAM!
As a home build volunteer, you can help 
families rebuild and recover after disaster.

• May 20-25 ............. Daytona Beach, FL
• June 3-8 ................. Houston, TX
• July 8-13 ................. Houston, TX
• July 15-20 .............. Houston, TX
• August 12-17 ........ Houston, TX

Learn more at 

iocc.org/homebuild 

PRIEST PRIESTto
The more places IOCC is able to reach, the more Christ’s Light reaches into the world, providing hope
and love to people otherwise trapped in the darkness of disaster or oppression.

Saint Paul reminds us that Christ gave us His Light to shine in our hearts. We in turn are compelled
to make sure that the True Light is reflected from our hearts to every corner of the world, so that no
one sits in the hopelessness of darkness. Let us support the work of IOCC together, and we can make
the world a brighter place, with Christ’s Light shining into every place where there is darkness.

Indeed He is risen!

Fr. Miles Zdinak, Pastor
Saints Peter & Paul Orthodox Church
Windber, PA
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If you wish to contribute a reflection 
to the next issue of Priest to Priest, 
please email rloumiotis@iocc.org

continued on back cover
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Headquarters: 110 West Road, Suite 360 • Baltimore, MD 21204 USA

Tel: (410) 243-9820 • Fax: (410) 243-9824 • E-mail: relief@iocc.org • Website: iocc.org

As little as 33¢ a day 
can make a difference!

Join IOCC’s Partners in Compassion
monthly giving program and 

help ensure that we respond quickly 
and effectively to people in need.

iocc.org/monthly
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PLANT SEEDS OF HOPE with IOCC
Your generous gifts equip women, men, and children 
around the world to build a better tomorrow. Through
projects like training for agricultural co-ops, microloans 
for family businesses, upgraded school facilities for 
students, and better access to health services for 
mothers and children—you are making a difference.


