
Regarding the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, IOCC 
has demonstrated its capacity to mobilize quick-
ly and efficiently in response to emergencies dur-
ing and after conflict. Since 2009, IOCC has 
implemented multiple emergency relief projects 
in Gaza—providing water, hot meals, food 
items, hygiene kits, and nonfood items, as well as 
emergency psychological support to over 45,000 
families. In 2024-2025, IOCC distributed more 
than 100 rounds of hot meals to over 2000 vulner-
able families taking refuge at displacement 
camps due to the ongoing conflict in Gaza. 
  
Following the onset of the Gaza conflict in 
October 2023, IOCC has consistently delivered 
emergency aid. IOCC’s recent efforts include: 

nutritional support for disabled individuals and 
their families; protection and psychological 
well-being programs for children, particularly 
those with disabilities; provision of meals, 
water, sanitation, and medicine; educational 
support for displaced children; and distribu-
tion of essential supplies in Northern Gaza and 
Gaza City, including aid to those sheltered at 
the St. Porphyrios Monastery.  
 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, IOCC 
assisted four schools in the West Bank and 
Jerusalem by providing computers and IT 
equipment to support remote learning, and 
single-seat desks to support social distancing 
in classrooms. 

Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Gaza 
IOCC has worked in Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Gaza since 1997, collaborating with the local Orthodox 
Church and international partners like USAID and the Japanese government, as well as with hospitals, 
schools, and other community groups, to improve residents’ quality of life. Since the program began, IOCC 
has coordinated with local partners, including the Orthodox Church based in Jerusalem, community-based 
organizations, and local NGOs. Work with the Church has included supporting educational initiatives by 
rehabilitating school facilities to expand the number of children those schools can accommodate, as well as 
providing nonfood items to schools. 
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In 2018 IOCC established three technical and vocation-
al centers where hundreds of young adults train for  
in-demand sectors like technology, mobile phone 
repair, solar power, and more. Over 1,200 youths have 
completed a two-semester training course. 
  
In 2019 and 2022–2023, IOCC has so far placed hun-
dreds of 18- to 26-year-old high-school and university 
graduates as interns with community organizations 
where they honed their professional skills and helped 
those groups serve their communities. IOCC has also 
conducted surveys of employers who are ready to 
interview program graduates for both jobs and intern-
ships. The list is periodically updated through 
rescreening, and coursework is adjusted to reflect mar-
ket priorities. In 2020, the program developed a focus 
on solar energy, and IOCC now works with solar ener-
gy installers to create a training program for youth to 
learn how to install and manage solar electric systems. 
This initiative responded directly to the critical chronic 
shortage of electricity in Gaza.  
 
Beginning in 2011 and continuing today, IOCC has 
managed multiple cash-for-work projects that provid-
ed families with cash payments to participate in proj-
ects improving community infrastructure and liveli-
hood opportunities. Activities included water-catch-
ment-area management, establishing small gardens 

and animal projects, and irrigation projects. Training 
and capacity-building activities were central to this  
initiative. Through these projects and programs, IOCC 
has reached over 60,000 people and provided tens of 
thousands of person-days in short-term employment 
and cash-for-work activities. 
 
Support for educational institutions and the students 
they serve has been key to IOCC’s activities in the West 
Bank and Gaza since 1997. In 2019, IOCC has imple-
mented projects aiming to improve educational set-
tings so that children and youth can achieve better-
quality education and in turn positively impact their 
communities. Often implemented with the Schools 
General Administration of the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, projects have reached thou-
sands of students and youth and benefitted hundreds 
of staff and teachers. In addition, in 2023, IOCC sup-
ported three educational organizations in Gaza to 
install de-carbonization equipment such as batteries 
and solar panels to enrich their educational activities 
such as ICT education and supplementary class. Most 
recently, in 2024 IOCC launched a comprehensive edu-
cational support initiatives for displaced school-aged 
children in Gaza by establishing safe learning spaces 
offering remedial classes and extracurricular activities, 
aiming to empower these children, restore hope, and 
build a brighter future. 

Sustainable Livelihoods



Since 2011, through IOCC, more than 2,550 households 
(~17,000 people) in Gaza and the West Bank have 
received agricultural supplies and training for home 
gardens or greenhouses, or livestock or beekeeping 
training to provide food and marketable farm prod-
ucts. Hundreds of women have participated in IOCC’s 
agricultural activities and capacity building, including 
training in farming and marketing, and have received 
specialized equipment like solar-powered herb dryers, 

equipping them to improve quality of life for them-
selves and their children. In addition to the agricultural 
supplies, IOCC provided agricultural assets through 
greenhouse rehabilitation and home gardens. 
Hundreds of greenhouses and home gardens have 
been established through IOCC programs and 
equipped with irrigation systems. In addition, over 
1,200 families have received laying hens and rabbits, 
plus supplies, increasing household food security.

Food Security and Agriculture

In 2024, IOCC began to implement a project aimed at 
economically empowering youth in the West Bank 
through technical support and the provision of equip-
ment and tools for 40 young people to start their own 
businesses (or expand existing ones). The project is 
helping families to find support through the produc-
tion and marketing of their products--which include 
agricultural products, handicrafts, media productions, 
art works, etc., even as unemployment rates grow amid 
the current conflict. This project is expected to expand 
to reach more young people in the coming period. 

Economic Empowerment



Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH)
Water is crucial for both 
health and agriculture, espe-
cially in an arid climate. IOCC 
has helped establish water 
catchments that collect rain-
water in Gaza, as well as 
tanks to safely store drinking 

water. From 2010 through 2015, IOCC established over 
460 water catchments throughout Gaza, serving farm-
ers and their neighbors. After the 2014 conflict in Gaza, 
IOCC installed 577 water tanks for internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and refilled them with over 5,000 cubic 
meters of potable water. In addition, IOCC distributed 
577 hygiene kits to the same IDP families.

Health & Psychosocial Support
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2022–2023, IOCC trained kindergarten teachers to 
recognize and respond to signs of trauma in children 
and provided psychosocial support sessions for 1,440 
children and their parents. IOCC also provided refer-
rals for individual psychosocial counseling and special-
ized service providers for children who needed addi-
tional care. IOCC is also reaching thousands of Gazan 
children with psychosocial support to help mitigate the 
impact of conflict on children. Similar activities took 
place in 2009–2011. Through a wide network of com-
munity-based organizations, IOCC has worked with 
staff in kindergartens since 2018 to train educators, 
administrators, and parents to recognize signs of mal-
nutrition in young children and to make referrals for 

treatment. Since then, IOCC has conducted hundreds 
of screening sessions in kindergartens. About 33% of 
screened children have shown signs of malnourish-
ment and been referred to clinics for treatment.  
 
IOCC also screened siblings of the children referred for 
treatment, and almost 63% of screened siblings were 
also referred. In addition, IOCC staff rescreened 
kindergarteners from 2019 and 2020 and received a list 
of possible cases from administrators and teachers 
who had been trained to identify signs of malnutrition; 
about 40% of those identified were referred for treat-
ment after evaluation by IOCC staff. Most recently, in 
2024 and 2025, recognizing the profound trauma 
inflicted by the recent conflict in Gaza, IOCC extended 
critical support to children, both with and without dis-
abilities, and their caregivers. IOCC provided over 
3,500 individuals with individual and group psychoso-
cial counseling sessions—as well as engaging recre-
ational activities— to address the pervasive anxiety, 
fear, and other mental health challenges arising from 
the conflict. In addition, IOCC delivered specialized 
physiotherapy services to around 100 children with 
disabilities, which included comprehensive assess-
ments, individualized treatment plans, and targeted 
therapeutic exercises designed to improve mobility 
and address their specific physical needs.



iocc.org 
Toll Free Donation Hotline:  

877.803.IOCC (4622) 

110 West Road, Suite 360 
Baltimore, MD 21204 USA 

Tel: 410.243.9820

IOCC was established in 1992 and is the official humanitarian organization of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
of the United States. IOCC provides emergency relief and development assistance to those in need worldwide, without 
discrimination, and strengthens the capacity of the Orthodox Church and local NGO and community partners. Its global 
operations are managed from its headquarters in Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States, with field offices in Eastern 
Europe, the Middle East, East Africa, and the US. Since its founding, IOCC has distributed more than $858 million worth 
of aid in over 60 countries around the world, and has extensive experience implementing programs in partnership with 
United States government agencies (USAID, BHA, PRM) and the United Nations (UNICEF, WFP, UNHCR, OCHA), 
as well as with European and international donors.

IN 2024, IOCC SERVED 1,147,524 PEOPLE WORLDWIDE

Active Worldwide Programs
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• Armenia 
• Bosnia and Herzegovina 
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• Greece 
• Montenegro 
• Poland 
• Romania 
• Serbia including Kosovo 
• Ukraine 

• Iraq 
• Jerusalem,  

West Bank, Gaza 
• Jordan 
• Lebanon 
• Syria 
• Turkey 
 
 

• Haiti  
• United States

l Emergency Preparedness & Response .........................110,270 

l Sustainable Livelihoods ...........................................26,290 

l Food Security & Agriculture.....................................108,902 

l Health ..............................................................742,444 

l Other (Education, Nonfood Items, Shelter, Protection) ....159,618

Lebanon

Jerusalem,  
West Bank,  

Gaza


