
The Holy Priesthood is a sacred ministry established by our Lord Jesus Christ through His 
Holy Apostles to shepherd His people. Through Apostolic Succession, Priests are ordained 
to serve as icons of Christ, mediating His grace through the liturgical and sacramental life 

of the Church. As spiritual fathers, Priests are entrusted with preaching the Gospel, celebrating the Divine 
Mysteries, offering pastoral care, and guiding the faithful in the path of holiness.  

This high calling places the Priest in the unique and humbling role of Servant-Leader—one who leads by 
serving. In the parish setting, the Priest leads his community by providing the Holy Sacraments, healing, 
reconciliation, pastoral care, vision, witness, and guidance. He coordinates and cultivates the talents of 
the faithful, inspiring them, individually and collectively, toward theosis—union with God.  

Some Priests are called to specialized ministries, such 
as Military Chaplaincy. In this role, the Priest continues 
to serve as a Servant-Leader but outside the traditional 
boundaries of a parish. He ministers to military service 
members in pluralistic settings and oftentimes in 
diverse environments—on land, at sea, in the air, or in 
isolated areas. This ministry requires sacrifice, adapt-
ability, and deep resilience. It is not a path for every 
Priest, just as military life is not suitable for everyone.  

Another form of specialized ministry is service through 
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC). 
Serving as IOCC Frontliners, these clergy members offer 
emotional and spiritual care to communities in need 
after disaster. This work often includes social outreach, 
creating a sacred space in unfamiliar surroundings, and offering Christ’s presence in tangible ways. Clergy 
serving in this role must have flexibility, a spirit of sacrifice, and a heart attuned to global suffering and hope.  

It is important to remember that while these specialized ministries may not be for every Priest, every parish 
Priest can lead his community in supporting them—through prayer, encouragement, and action. Praying for 
those in military service and the Chaplains who minister to them is powerful.  
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A simple "thank you for your service" offers meaningful encouragement. Sending laminated, pocket-sized icons 
to an active-duty Chaplain and enabling him to distribute these icons, is a small gesture and tangible support. 

Likewise, praying for those who serve—and are served—through IOCC is equally vital. Raising awareness and 
bearing witness encourages the IOCC mission. Offering donations certainly supports their work.  

Though few may be called to serve directly, we are all invited to participate in these ministries through our 
prayers, witness, and generous hearts. Let us open our vision and embrace these ministries, that we may  
support those who serve in Christ’s name—for our good and for the glory of God. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Fr. William J. Bartz 
Captain, Chaplain Corps, US Navy (Retired)  

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES 
110 West Road, Suite 360 
Baltimore, Maryland 21204 

If you wish to contribute a reflection to the next issue  
of Priest to Priest, please email asiegel@iocc.org 
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